Information about Lexile Levels:

What is the Lexile level? 
The Lexile measure is a reading ability or text difficulty score followed by an “L” (e.g., “850L”). The Lexile scale is a developmental scale for reading ranging from below 200L for beginning-reader material to above 1700L for advanced text. Because so many companies have built products around the Lexile Framework, teachers can now connect all the different components of the curriculum. 
Is it possible to tie grade-level equivalents to Lexile measures? 
Because of the many problems associated with grade-level equivalents, there is not a direct translation from a specific Lexile® measure to a specific grade level. Within any classroom, there will be a range of readers and a range of materials to be read. For example, in a fifth-grade classroom there will be some readers who are ahead of the typical reader (about 250L above) and some readers who are behind the typical reader (about 250L below). To say that some books are “just right” for fifth graders assumes that all fifth graders are reading at the same level. The Lexile Framework® for Reading is intended to match readers with texts at whatever level the reader is reading. 

If a student is an excellent reader, that does not mean he or she will comprehend a text typically found at a higher grade level. Without the necessary background knowledge, the words may not have much meaning. A high Lexile measure for a grade indicates that the student can read grade-level-appropriate materials at a higher comprehension level (maybe 90 percent). In the classroom, if a teacher is conducting a lesson on the solar system, he or she can recommend supplemental readings at a variety of levels—the weaker readers can read easier texts and the stronger readers can read harder texts. The educational levels displayed on the Lexile map indicate approximately the middle 50 percent of materials found in a typical grade-level classroom (see chart below). For example, the instructional materials typically found in a third-grade classroom range from about 500L to 700L, although many use materials with measures below 500L and above 700L. Numerous studies have also been conducted with large student samples to determine approximate reading levels (about the middle 50 percent of students—the interquartile range) for each grade level (see chart below). Remember, about 50 percent of the students are reading above and below these ranges. 
	Grade
	Reader Measures 
(Interquartile Range, Mid-Year) 
	Text Measures 
(from the Lexile Map) 

	1
	Up to 300L
	200L to 400L

	2
	140L to 500L
	300L to 500L

	3
	330L to 700L
	500L to 700L

	4
	445L to 810L
	650L to 850L

	5
	565L to 910L
	750L to 950L

	6
	665L to 1000L
	850L to 1050L

	7
	735L to 1065L
	950L to 1075L

	8
	805L to 1100L
	1000L to 1100L

	9
	855L to 1165L
	1050L to 1150L

	10
	905L to 1195L
	1100L to 1200L

	11 and 12
	940L to 1210L
	1100L to 1300L


Figure 1. Typical Reader and Text Measures by Grade 

Notice there is a considerable overlap between the grades. This is typical of student reading levels. In addition, the level of support provided during reading instruction and reader motivation impact the reading experience. Students who are interested in reading about a specific topic (and are therefore motivated) are able to read text that is at a higher level than his or her reading level (about 100L above). 
Why do testing companies and states put Lexiles on their standardized tests? 
Lexile measures are the most widely adopted reading measures in use today. Tens of thousands of books and tens of millions of newspaper and magazine articles have Lexile measures — more than 450 publishers Lexile their titles. In addition, all major standardized reading tests and many popular instructional reading programs can report student reading scores in Lexiles. By offering students Lexile measures in addition to their standard assessment scores, testing companies and states are providing an important tool for helping to build reading skills. 
What does a Lexile measure tell me about what a student can read? 
Lexile measures allow you to manage student reading comprehension. When reader and text measures match, the reader is "targeted." This is the basis for selecting text that is targeted to a student's reading ability, and the result is an expected 75-percent comprehension rate – not too difficult to be frustrating, but difficult enough to encourage reading progress.

Targeted readers report competence, confidence and control over the text. When a text measure is greater than a reader's measure, comprehension drops dramatically, and the subjective experience is one of frustration, inadequacy and lack of control. Conversely, when a reader's measure exceeds a text measure, comprehension goes up dramatically, and the reader experiences total control and automaticity. It is important to remember that a student's Lexile measure isn't a measure of his or her intelligence. The Lexile Framework is designed to match a students' reading ability (wherever it falls on the scale) with a text's readability (likewise, wherever it falls on the scale) for optimal reading success and enjoyment. 
How can the Lexile Framework help me with parents? 
The Lexile score provides a nonjudgmental way of communicating a student’s reading abilities to parents. Lexiles can also be used to promote summer reading, and to select books that will provide more easily understood in the same way we use AR levels. 
Why is the "75-percent comprehension" number so significant? 
Lexile measures allow you to manage comprehension. Matching a reader’s Lexile measure to a text with the same Lexile measure leads to an expected 75-percent comprehension rate — not too difficult to be frustrating, but difficult enough to be challenging and to encourage reading progress. You can further adjust anticipated comprehension simply by choosing more or less difficult texts within a student’s Lexile range, which spans 50L above and 100L below their Lexile measure. 
What is the Lexile Book Database and what can I do with it? 
Once you have a student's Lexile measure, you can search the Lexile Book Database to find books that are similar to the student's reading level. This database contains tens of thousands of fiction and nonfiction titles with Lexile measures. You can search by title or author, Lexile range/keywords, or ISBN. The Advanced Search feature allows you to search by the same basic parameters, plus Lexile codes, publisher, copyright year, doctype (fiction or nonfiction), reading series, book awards and developmental rating. Search the Lexile Book Database online at www.Lexile.com/BookSearch. Over 450 publishers Lexile their titles. With Lexiles, you can connect students to millions of books/newspaper/magazine articles (through popular periodical databases) that also have Lexile measures. Search the Lexile Book Database online at www.Lexile.com/BookSearch; other databases are also available on the internet.

How is a text's Lexile measure determined? 
Lexile measures are based on two well-established predictors of how difficult a text is to comprehend: semantic difficulty (word frequency) and syntactic complexity (sentence length). In order to Lexile a book or article, text is split into 125-word slices. Each slice is compared to the nearly 600-million word Lexile corpus – taken from a variety of sources and genres – and words in each sentence are counted. These calculations are put into the Lexile equation. Then, each slice’s resulting Lexile measure is applied to the Rasch psychometric model to determine the Lexile measure for the entire text. 

For example, books like "Arthur and the Recess Rookie" (370L), "Arthur Goes to Camp" (380L) and "Arthur, Clean Your Room!" (370L) fall within the Lexile Range of a typical second grader. These books have shorter sentences and words appear frequently. Conversely, books in the "Harry Potter" series (which measure between 880L and 950L), "Little Women" (1300L) and "Don Quixote" (1410L) contain longer sentences and more complex words. 
Time spent reading outside of school is a powerful predictor


of future academic and workplace success. �
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