
3rd Grade Reading Expectations Chart 
 

3rd Grade  Tier I Tier II Tier III Tier I Tier II Tier III Tier I Tier II Tier III 
 August/ September Expectations January/ February Expectations April/ May Expectations 
High Frequency 
Words 

150- 200 50-  
150 

0- 50 200- 300 100- 200 0- 100 300+ 200- 
300 

0- 200 

3rd Grade Word 
Features 

20-30 10-19 0- 10 22- 30 13- 21 0-12 25- 30 15- 24 0- 15 

Fiction/ 
Nonfiction 
Instructional 
Text Reading  
Level 

L+ I – K A – H N+ K – M A – J O+ L – N A – K

Accuracy Rate/ 
Comprehension 
for Instructional 
Level 

95-97%- 
Satisfactory/ 
Excellent 
comprehension 
98-100% - 
Limited 
Comprehension 

90-94%- 
Satisfactory/ 
Excellent 
comprehension 
95-100% - Limited 
Comprehension 

95-97%- Satisfactory/ 
Excellent 
comprehension 
98-100% - Limited 
Comprehension 

90-94%- 
Satisfactory/ 
Excellent 
comprehension 
95-100% - 
Limited 
Comprehension 

95-97%- Satisfactory/ 
Excellent 
comprehension 
98-100% - Limited 
Comprehension 

90-94%- 
Satisfactory/ 
Excellent 
comprehension 
95-100% - 
Limited 
Comprehension 

Oral Reading 
Rate 

80-100 WPM Below 80-100 
WPM 

80-120 WPM Below 80-120 
WPM 

100-120 WPM Below 100-120 
WPM 

Fluency 2-4 1 0 2-4 1 0 2-4 1 0 
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