2010 PAWNEE INDIANS
STATE JOURNAL REGISTER
BOYS BASKETBALL ROUNDUP: GAME RECAPS
December 5    Pawnee 39, Tri-City 37
At Buffalo, the Pawnee Indians used a 9-0 rally in the third quarter and edged the Buffalo Tri-City Tornadoes in MSM Conference play.

It was the season opener for Pawnee, while the Tornadoes slipped to 1-3 overall and 0-1 in the MSM.

Pawnee trailed 21-16 before pulling ahead with the 9-0 run. Justin Seibt led Pawnee in scoring with 14 points.

Allen Ealey tallied 14 points for Tri-City.
December 8    Pawnee 45, Lutheran 39
At Pawnee, Justin Seibt scored 11 points and Jordan Day added nine points and a team-high seven rebounds to lead the Indians past the Lutheran Crusaders in an MSM Conference game.

Jon Schrage had nine points for Pawnee (2-0 overall, 2-0 in the conference), which outscored Lutheran 15-9 in the fourth quarter.

Hunter Ansell led the Crusaders (2-5 overall) with 12 points and seven rebounds, and Conor Coyle added 10 points.
December 11    Girard 51, Pawnee 43
At Pawnee, the host Indians cut the Big Red lead to two points in the fourth quarter but fell to Girard in a Prairie State Conference game.

Girard jumped to a 23-9 advantage after one quarter, and went on a 6-0 run to end the game after letting the lead slip to 45-43 with 3 minutes remaining in regulation.  Dylan Burton led Girard with 22 points, followed by Hunter Sutton with 17 points.

Justin Seibt led a balanced Pawnee offense with nine points.
December 18    Pawnee 39, Mount Olive 28
At Mount Olive, Pawnee took a 10-0 lead and held off the Wildcats in a Prairie State Conference game.

The Wildcats narrowed the deficit to three points midway through the third quarter before falling to 3-5 overall and 1-2 in the conference.

J.D. Vandenburg, who scored all six of Pawnee’s second-quarter points, tallied a game-high 12 points.
December 22   Pawnee 47, Morrisonville 34
At Morrisonville, Pawnee pulled away in the second half to record an MSM Conference win.

The Indians led 21-19 at half and expanded the margin to 33-27 entering the final quarter en route to its fourth win against one loss.

Seth Nelson led the Indians with 11 points. Jordan Day added 10 and Drew Thompson contributed nine points.

Matt Weitekamp led all scorers with 17 points as the Mohawks dropped to 5-6.
*WAVERLY HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT
*Game 1, December 26    Pawnee 56, Virden 38
In the fourth game, J.D. Vandenburg popped in 18 points to lead the Pawnee Indians, who took a 17-3 first-quarter lead. Justin Seibt added 10 as Pawnee improved to 5-1. Dakota Etter and Devon Murphy each scored 11 points as Virden dropped to 1-8.

	 
	1st Qtr
	2nd  Qtr
	3rd  Qtr
	4th  Qtr
	Final

	Pawnee
	    17
	      30
	      41
	     56
	     56

	Virden
	     3
	      12
	      20
	     38
	     38


Leading Scorers:  Pawnee - JD Vandenberg 18, Justin Seibt 10
Virden - Dakota Etter 11, Devon Murphy 11
*Game 2, December 28    Girard 42, Pawnee 40
Dylan Burton tallied 15 of his game-high 23 points in the middle quarters, and scored all of the Girard Big Red’s six fourth-quarter points to preserve the victory over seventh-seeded Pawnee 42-40 in the fourth game.
Pawnee led 9-7 after the first period, but Burton notched seven of the Big Red’s 17 points in the second quarter to propel Girard to a 24-20 halftime lead. The Big Red widened the margin to 36-31 heading into the fourth quarter

Pawnee’s J.D. Vandenberg led a balanced attack with 10 points. Jon Schrage hit three 3-point field goal attempts and scored nine points, and Jordan Day and Seth Nelson each added 8 points.

Girard, the third seed, upped its record to 11-2. Pawnee dropped to 4-2.

Girard will play top-seeded Auburn this afternoon at 2 while Pawnee plays Kincaid at 11 this morning.

	 
	1st Qtr
	2nd  Qtr
	3rd  Qtr
	4th  Qtr
	Final

	Girard
	     7
	      24
	     36
	      42   
	    42

	Pawnee
	     9
	      20
	     31
	      40
	    40


Leading Scorers:  Girard - Dylan Burton 23, Taylor Hays 6
Pawnee - J.D. Vandenberg 10, Jon Schrage 9

*Game 3, December 29    Pawnee 35, Kincaid 34
Jordan Day’s game-winning 15-footer with 13 seconds left allowed sixth-seeded Pawnee to avoid the upset and advance to the fifth-place game.

Kincaid, the No. 13 seed, missed two shots in the final 4 seconds. Zach Hanlon led Kincaid with 13 points.

J.D. Vandenberg had a team-high 10 points for Pawnee.

	 
	1st Qtr
	2nd  Qtr
	3rd  Qtr
	4th  Qtr
	Final

	Kincaid
	      8
	     15
	     26
	     34
	     34

	Pawnee
	     11
	     18
	     26
	     35
	     35


Leading Scorers:  Kincaid -  Zack Hanlon 13, Brady Hubert 9
Pawnee - J.D. Vandenberg 10, Jon Schrage 8
*Game 4, December 30    West Central 47, Pawnee 37
	 
	1st Qtr
	2nd  Qtr
	3rd  Qtr
	4th  Qtr
	Final

	Pawnee
	     4
	     15
	     23
	     37
	     37

	West Central
	     7
	     23
	     32
	     47
	     47


Leading Scorers:  Pawnee - Drew Thompson 15, Jon Schrage 
West Central - Josh Peak 15, Jordan Boehs 10

PAWNEE POST: WAVERLY TOURNEY
       Day scored only one basket but it proved to be the biggest one of the game as Pawnee edged 
Kincaid 35-34 in the fifth place bracket semifinals at Waverly.
       Day hit a 15-foot jumper with :13 remaining in the game to give the Indians the margin of 
victory. The Ponies had two shots at the potential game-winner in the final five seconds but both 
missed.
       Vandenberg's 10 points led the Indians, who trailed 3-2 in 3-pointers and made just one of 
four free throws. Schrage had eight, including both 3-point baskets, followed by Seibt with seven, 
Nelson with six and two each from Thompson and Day. Zach Hanlon of Kincaid led all scorers with 
13 points.
       The teams ended three quarters deadlocked at 26-26, after the Indians had led 11-8 after one 
quarter and 18-15 at the half.
       Pawnee was the No. 6 seed as picked by the coaches at Waverly and that's where the Indians 
wound up, after losing 47-37 to West Central in the fifth place game.
       Thompson had one of his best offensive games with 15 points, matching Josh Peak of West 
Central for scoring honors. Schrage had eight, Vandenberg netted six and Shepherd and Day tossed 
in four apiece. Schrage had two 3-pointers and Thompson had one.
       The Indians fell into an early hole and were lucky to only be trailing 7-4 after one quarter. 
After Schrage's trey cut the gap to 9-7, West Central scored seven straight points and would take a 
23-15 edge to the locker room. Baskets by Thompson and Vandenberg made it 25-19 but the Cougars 
followed with a 6-0 run and still led 32-23 after three.
       Pawnee trailed 40-29 before Vandenberg's basket, and back-to-back threes by Thompson and 
Schrage narrowed the deficit to 41-37 in the final minute. But the Indians could get no closer as 
WC's Dylan Guthrie would sink six straight foul shots down the stretch.
       Pawnee will host Palmyra Northwestern Friday in an MSM Conference game, a final tuneup for 
the County Tournament, which starts Monday. Pawnee, the No. 5 seed, will play No. 4 Rochester 
Monday at 7:30 p.m.

January 5    Pawnee 34, New Berlin 23
The Pawnee Indians used a 16-2 third-quarter run to upend the New Berlin Pretzels in Prairie State Conference play.

J.D. Vandenberg and Jon Schrage chipped in eight points apiece for Pawnee, which hit nine of 11 free throws.  The Indians moved to 7-3 overall and 4-2 in conference play.

Grant Pelletier led New Berlin (4-9, 3-3) with 17 points.  Only two other Pretzels scored in the contest.

Pawnee Post
Indians slow down Pretzels in PSC showdown 34-23
       The Pawnee Indians, who have relied on a tough defense all season, came up with their best 
effort of the year Tuesday in a 34-23 Prairie State Conference win at New Berlin.
       The Indians, who split four games and finished sixth at the Waverly Tourney, went to 7-3 
overall and 2-1 in the PSC with Tuesday's win.
       Jon Schrage and J.D. Vandenberg scored eight points each to pace Pawnee. Jordan Day netted 
seven, Justin Seibt hit five and Drew Thompson, Michael Shepherd and Seth Nelson all scored two. 
Grant Pelletier, a 5-9 senior guard, was the sole offensive threat for the Pretzels, scoring 17 of their 
23 points.
       Pawnee held a slight 23-21 edge in rebounds, led by five from Vandenberg, four each by Nelson 
and Thompson and three each by Shepherd and Day. The Indians had 14 turnovers to 21 for the 
Pretzels (4-9).
       Neither team shot well, with Pawnee hitting 12 of 34 from the field to the Pretzels' nine of 29. 
PHS trailed 2-1 in 3-pointers but made nine of 11 free throws to New Berlin's three of eight.
Early on, it was Pawnee who struggled to score. The Indians fell behind 6-2 and went over four 
minutes without a point before two Thompson free throws and a short jumper by Shepherd earned a 
6-6 tie after one frame.
       Schrage's basket gave the Indians their first lead but in the low scoring affair, Pawnee needed 
two Vandenberg free throws (2:04) and a fast break basket by Schrage (1:13) to keep the game tied at 
12-12. New Berlin held for the final 1:10 and worked Pelletier open for a 3-pointer that was good, 
giving the Pretzels the 15-12 halftime edge.
       But the Indians would shut down the Pretzels in the 3rd quarter, and nearly shut them out as 
New Berlin went without a point until a layup by Devan Rogers with :12 remaining. In the quarter, 
the Pretzels took just three shots, making one, had no rebounds and committed eight turnovers.
Baskets by Nelson, off a Day assist, and Day regained the lead for good at 16-15. Despite a flurry 
where the Indians missed four straight close-in shots, Day stole the ball away and scored, was 
fouled and completed the three-point play to make it 19-15 with 4:24 left. Vandenberg scored twice, 
once on a Day assist, and Vandenberg's interception led to a short jumper by Seibt. New Berlin 
avoided the scoreless quarter on Rogers' driving layup but PHS got the points back plus one as 
Seibt took Day's pass and drained a 3-pointer at the horn for a 28-17 lead.
       New Berlin got as close as 28-21 on a Pelletier free throw with 5:28 remaining but two free 
throws by Vandenberg (4:35) and a patient possession capped by Day's baseline drive (2:27) pushed 
the lead back to 32-21.
       Through their first ten games, the Indians are allowing their opponents only 37.3 points per 
game and the 23 points was their best mark so far. The most points Pawnee has allowed came in 
the 51-43 loss to Girard.
January 8    Pawnee , Northwestern 
Friday's cold weather shut down several local schools. It also has forced the postponement or cancellation of several high school sports contests that were for Friday night.
MSM
* Franklin at Morrisonville, ppd.; rescheduled 2 p.m. Saturday 
* Kincaid at Calvary, ppd.; no makeup date 
* Palmyra Northwestern at Pawnee, ppd.; no makeup date
SANGAMON COUNTY TOURNAMENT
*Game 1, January 11    Rochester 49, Pawnee 40
The 2010 portion of Rochester High School’s boys basketball season has gone much better than the 2009 portion did.
The Rockets, who were 2-12 “last year,’’ picked up their second win of the new year with a 49-40 victory Monday over Pawnee on the first night of the Sangamon County Tournament.

Pleasant Plains, which came in as the No. 1 seed with an 8-5 record, also won on opening night, easily dispatching New Berlin 72-26 to set up Wednesday’s semifinal between the Cardinals and Rockets.

Rochester senior guard Zach Carlson sparked the Rockets with two key rebounds and putbacks. Carlson, at 6 feet 2, put in the rebound of a Trent Nolen miss at the buzzer ending the third quarter to give Rochester a 30-27 lead, and then scored on the rebound of a missed free-throw by Riley McMinn with 34 seconds gone in the fourth quarter to put the Rockets ahead 33-27.

In addition to his 12 points, Carlson led Rochester with seven rebounds.

“I like to try and get in there and get rebounds,” Carlson said. “(Coach Josh Heberling) is looking for everyone to get in and box out and get rebounds.”

Carlson’s putbacks came as part of a 12-2 run that started with his basket at the end of the third quarter and carried over to the fourth. The streak included a 3-pointer by Carlson with 5:17 to play in the game, putting Rochester up 40-29. Carlson sscored nine points during the run.

“One of the big things that I’ve always talked to this team about is that we need to have two or three scorers every night,” Heberling said. “Obviously, Wes Lunt is going to be one of those scorers, and I’ve talked to Zach since the beginning that he needs to be one of those scorers for us to be successful.

“He scored tonight and did a nice job. He’s athletic and able to jump over a lot of people because he is athletic. I try to have him around the basket when I get the chance.”

Rochester won the game despite turning the ball over two more times (24-22) than the Indians. The fourth-seeded Rockets (4-13) took advantage of Pawnee’s turnovers by turning them into 28 points, compared to Pawnee’s 14 points off Rochester turnovers.

Pawnee was able to pull within 40-37 off a 3-point play by Drew Thompson with 3 minutes left in the game, but Rochester scored the game’s next five points on a basket by McMinn and a 3-pointer by Lunt with 1:58 remaining to put the game effectively out of reach.“We had 22 turnovers and allowed 19 offensive rebounds. Those two things you can easily look at,” Pawnee coach Dan DeWerff said. “There’s the game, because those turnovers turned into easy buckets for them and the offensive rebounds did the same.

“When they made their runs, it was one of the two. Either we gave up an offensive rebound or turned the ball over.”

Thompson and Justin Seibt led Pawnee (7-4) with 11 points each. Thompson had seven points in the second half before fouling out with 17.4 seconds to play in the game.

Lunt led Rochester with 16 points on 7-of-15 shooting from the field, including two 3-pointers.
*Game 2, January 13    Pawnee 44, New Berlin 42
The Pawnee Indians had held the New Berlin Pretzels to just 23 points in an 11-point victory at New Berlin on Jan. 5. But Pawnee needed last-second heroics from Schrage to avoid going into overtime in Wednesday’s rematch.
  
The eighth-seeded Pretzels trailed No. 5 Pawnee 42-36 with just 28.5 seconds left. But New Berlin’s Grant Pelletier hit a 3-pointer with :17 left. And after Pawnee’s Justin Seibt missed two free throws with :16.2 remaining, the Pretzels got a game-tying 3-pointer from senior Jake Bartnick with :07 to go.
  
After a Pawnee timeout with :06.4 left, Schrage got the in-bounds pass, crossed midcourt and got down to the free-throw circle. After dribbling and briefly looking for an open teammate, he launched a turnaround jump shot from near the free-throw line that found the mark as time ran out.
  
“I was thinking I had to get to the rim, make something happen and maybe get to the free-throw line because we were in the bonus,” said Schrage, a 5-11 junior. “Or if someone was open, I’d have to dish it to them real quick.
  
“But I finally had to put it up. It was a great feeling.”

Seibt led Pawnee (8-4) with 12 points, with nine coming in the second half. Senior Jordan Day added 10. Pelletier hit four 3-pointers and had a game-high 14 points for the 4-11 Pretzels, who will meet the Riverton-Tri-City loser for seventh place at 5 p.m. Thursday.
  
“We had a lot of positive things that we can take out of this game,” said New Berlin head coach Jon Barth, who employed a five-men-at-a-time substitution approach for the second straight game.
  
“Each of three groups (of players) did some positive things for us. It was the most intensity we’ve played with all season long and the most we played together as a team all season long. Nobody likes to lose, but we can walk out of here with our heads up.”
Dave Kane can be reached at 788-1544.
FIRST GAME

Pawnee         7    10    15    12    –    44
New Berlin    7      9    10    16    –    42

PAWNEE (44) –  Justin Seibt 5-11 2-5 12; Jordan Day 3-10 2-4 10; Drew Thompson 3-7 0-0 7; J.D. Vandenberg 2-3 3-6 7; Jon Schrage 2-5 0-1 4; Michael Shepherd 1-2 2-2 4; Hunter Hamilton 0-1 0-0 0; Seth Nelson 0-2 0-0 0; Nick Stevens 0-0 0-1 0; Team 0-0 0-0 0. Totals: 16-41 9-19 44.
3-point goals: 3-6 (Jordan Day 2-4, Drew Thompson 1-1, Jon Schrage 0-1). Rebounds: 29 (J.D. Vandenberg 8, Drew Thompson 5, Jon Schrage 4, Team 4, Justin Seibt 3, Michael Shepherd 3, Jordan Day 2). Fouls: 15 (Drew Thompson fouled out). Turnovers: 12.

*Consolation Championship, January 15    Pawnee 47 , Riverton 42
The fifth-seeded Indians made 7 of 8 free throws over the last 1 minute 52 seconds of play as they held off No. 7 Riverton in the consolation championship.

The Riverton Hawks tied it at 38 on a Jordan Barney basket with 2:18 left in the game. But Pawnee’s J.D. Vandenberg went 4-for-4 at the line; Drew Thompson went 2-for-2 and Justin Seibt was 1-for-2.

Seibt’s free throw gave Pawnee a 45-42 lead with :19.3 remaining. After a Riverton timeout with :14.9 left, the Hawks’ Zach Yoggerst tried a 3-pointer from the left wing. But it was contested by the 6-3 Vandenberg; Pawnee got the rebound, and Vandenberg was fouled on a fastbreak attempt with :02 left.

Vandenberg made the two charities to wrap up the victory for Pawnee (9-4).

Jon Schrage led the Indians with 16 points, including 3-for-4 from 3-point range. Barney and Yoggerst led Riverton with 14 and 12 points, respectively.
January 19    Franklin 46, Pawnee 36
At Franklin, Scottie Thoele scored 12 points and Luke Lonergan added 11 for the victorious Flashes (12-5).

J.D. Vanderberg tallied 13 points to lead Pawnee (9-5).
January 22    Auburn 59, Pawnee 51
At Pawnee, both teams had 13 points after the first quarter, but the Trojans took a four-point lead at halftime and outscored the Indians 32-28 in the second half for a non-conference win.

Brett Graven hit two 3-pointers and scored 17 and Ryan Gardner added 16 points to lead Auburn (14-2). 

Jordan Day made all of Pawnee’s five 3-pointers and led all scorers with 19 points while teammate Justin Seibt tallied 16. Pawnee had only four players score in the contest while Auburn had eight.
January 26    Pawnee 53, Lincolnwood 44
At Pawnee, Drew Thompson poured in a career-high 24 points to lead the Indians to a MSM Conference win.

Pawnee widened a 10-9 first-quarter lead to 26-15 en route to its 10th win against six losses. Thompson and Justin Seibt, who added 11 points, each netted six points in the second quarter.

Lance Weitekamp and Mike Stephenson topped the Lancers with 12 and 10 points, respectively.
January 29    Winter Carnival:  Pawnee 44, Kincaid 32
At Pawnee, the host Indians distanced themselves from Kincaid with a 12-2 fourth-quarter run and won a game that counted in both the MSM and Prairie State Conference standings.

Pawnee led 32-30 before the fourth-quarter rally.  The Indians’ Justin Seibt totaled 15 points and eight rebounds, followed by Drew Thompson with nine points and eight rebounds. Pawnee improved to 11-6 overall.

Brady Hubert led Kincaid (6-15) with 15 points.

February 2    Waverly 50, Pawnee 40
At Waverly, Caleb Hawks scored five of his seven points in the fourth quarter as the Scotties pulled away for a MSM Conference win. It was Waverly’s seventh win in eight games. 

Michael Stouffe, a 6-foot-5 junior, scored 16 points, including 13 in the first half when Waverly took a 21-12 halftime lead. Allyn Edwards notched six of his 10 points in the second half.
Junior J.D. Vandenberg led Pawnee with 15 points and Jon Schrage hit three 3-point field goal attempts and added 13 points. 

Waverly improved to 15-8 overall and 5-3 in the conference. Pawnee dropped to 11-7.

February 3 (Make-up Game)    Pawnee 51, Palmyra Northwestern 39

At Pawnee, J. D. Vandenberg scored 17 points and Drew Thompson added 12 to lead the Indians to an MSM Conference win. 
    
Pawnee (12-7 overall, 6-2 in the MSM) led 11-4 after the first quarter. 

Justin Seibt chipped in nine points for the Indians. 
    
Northwestern’s Jeremy Williams scored 14 points, and Brandon Elliot followed with 13 for the Wildcats.

February 5    Pawnee 45, Staunton 42    Headline: Day, Pawnee edge Staunton
STAUNTON — Pawnee High School’s Jordan Day completed a three-point play with 7 seconds remaining and the Indians held on to beat the Staunton Bulldogs 45-42 Friday in a Prairie State Conference game. 

Pawnee led 26-14 at halftime, holding the Bulldogs to seven points in each of the first two periods. Staunton rallied, outscoring the Indians 16-7 in the third quarter before taking a brief one-point lead in the final period. 

But with the game tied at 42, Day’s basket and made free throw sealed the victory for Pawnee (13-7 overall, 4-1 in the PSC). Staunton’s attempt for the tie on its last possession ended in a turnover. 

Pawnee’s Justin Seibt finished with a game-high 20 points, while Drew Thompson added 12 for the Indians. Day finished with eight. 

Andy Goebel topped Staunton (13-9, 6-2) with 16 points and Kevin Fuller chipped in 12 for the Bulldogs. 
*Seedings for Class 1A and 2A boys regional basketball tournaments involving schools from The State Journal-Register area. Regionals are Feb. 22-26.
CLASS 1A
Delavan Regional — 1. Delavan; 2. Deer Creek-Mackinaw; 3. Peoria Heights; 4. Glasford Illini Bluffs; 5. Mason City Illini Central; 6. Hartsburg-Emden; 7. Tremont
Dupo Regional — 1. Madison; 2. Lebanon; 3. Bunker Hill; 4. Lovejoy; 5. Brussels; 6. Mount Olive; 7. Dupo

Havana Regional — 1. Lewistown; 2 Augusta Southeastern; 3. Havana; 4. Bushnell-Prairie City; 5. London Mills North Fulton; 6. Sciota West Prairie; 7. Astoria South Fulton
Pawnee Regional — 1. Girard; 2. Nokomis; 3. Pawnee; 4. Raymond Lincolnwood; 5. Kincaid South Fork; 6. Edinburg; 7. Morrisonville; 8. Virden

Warrensburg-Latham Regional — 1. Calvary; 2. Niantic Sangamon Valley; 3. Warrensburg-Latham; 4. Buffalo Tri-City; 5. Mount Pulaski; 6. Athens; 7. Greenview
Waverly Regional — 1. Franklin; 2. Waverly; 3. Concord Triopia; 4. Jacksonville Routt; 5. A-C Central/Virginia; 6. New Berlin; 7. Jacksonville ISD

White Hall North Greene Regional — 1. Carrollton; 2. Winchester West Central; 3. White Hall North Greene; 4. Greenfield; 5. Hardin Calhoun; 6. Pleasant Hill; 7. Palmyra Northwestern
February 7  Girard coach: Burton doubtful for Nokomis

The Girard Big Red will visit Nokomis for a key Prairie State Conference game Tuesday night, but Girard coach T.J. Wilson said Sunday it’s doubtful that starting forward Dylan Burton will return to action by then.

Burton, a 6-foot-4 senior, suffered an ankle injury in the Macoupin County title game on Jan. 23, although he finished the game and got a game-winning slam dunk in the final seconds. He has missed three games since then, and even though Wilson said Burton has been cleared by a doctor,  the pain has kept Burton on the sidelines.

“He tried to go in practice last week, and he went for about a half hour and that was it,” Wilson said of Burton, who’s averaging 9.2 rebounds and an area-leading 22.5 points a game.

“It’s just a bad, high ankle sprain. When he first had it looked at, the doctor told Dylan it might be six weeks before it was completely healthy. It’s tough, because he can go forward and backward, but it hurts to go side to side.”

Nokomis is 19-6 overall and 4-0 in the Prairie State, while Girard is 19-4 and 5-1. Pawnee enters the week 4-1 in the Prairie State, and the Indians host Nokomis to close the regular season Feb. 19.
February 11    Pawnee 51, Edinburg 43
At Pawnee, junior Jon Schrage pumped in a career-high 17 points to lead the Indians to a MSM Conference win. The game was originally scheduled for Tuesday but postponed due to inclement weather. 

Drew Thompson complemented Schrage with 14 points and J.D. Vandenberg, a 6-3 junior, added 13 points and 14 rebounds.

Trent Erlenbush led Edinburg with 14 points. Jake Thomas added 13 points.

Pawnee (14-7 overall, 7-2 in the MSM) was 16 of 25 from the free throw line while the Wildcats (7-17, 6-8) were 10 of 16.

February 12    Pawnee 50, Gillespie 30
At Gillespie, Drew Thompson led a balanced scoring attack for Pawnee with 13 points.
Jon Schrage followed with 12 points and Michael Shepherd chipped in 10.

Gillespie’s top scorer was Trae Wargo with 11 points.

February 13    Calvary 57, Pawnee 47

At Pawnee, the Calvary Saints doubled up the host Indians in the first half and held on for an   MSM Conference victory. 

Calvary led 30-15 at halftime. Pawnee outscored the Saints 16-11 in the third quarter and got as close as five points in the fourth quarter. Calvary, ranked No. 3 in this week’s Class 1A state poll, made enough free throws down the stretch and finished 17-for-22 from the line. 

Forwards Collin Mingo and Clayton Whitlock each scored 15 points to lead the Saints, who improved to 25-2 overall and 8-1 in the MSM. Senior Darren Price finished with 14 points, nine coming in the final period. Justin Tournoux chipped in 12 points for Calvary. 

Justin Seibt came off the bench and scored a game-high 17 points for Pawnee (14-8, 6-3). Teammate Michael Shepherd added nine for the Indians.

February 16    Pawnee 61, Virden 46

At Virden, the Pawnee Indians got 14 second-half points from J.D. Vandenberg and outscored the host Bulldogs 41-30 in the second half to collect a non-conference win.

Vandenberg finished with a team-high 18 points. Pawnee led 20-16 at halftime. Justin Seibt scored 10 second-half points and finished with 16, while Drew Thompson netted 11 points for the Indians (16-8).

Devon Murphy was the only Virden player in double figures, scoring a game-high 20 points with two 3-pointers.
February 19    Nokomis 44, Pawnee 32

At Pawnee, Derek Bourke scored 13 points to lead Nokomis past the Pawnee Indians, giving the visiting Redskins the outright Prairie State Conference title.

Nokomis overcame a 15-6 first quarter deficit by outscoring Pawnee 29-7 in the second and third quarters combined.

Jon Schrage led the Indians with 10 points.

Jordan Pesko added 12 points for Nokomis.

Nokomis improved to 23-6 overall and 8-0 in the conference. Pawnee drops to 16-9 and 6-2.
